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19th - 21st July 2017 Mahabharata Manthan 2017
The Mahabharata Manthan: Cultural Heritage, Tangible & Intangible,

Mahabharata Manthan
IGNCA, New Delhi

INAUGURATION

a) Three Days' International Conference, Mahabharata Manthan : A Critical Revisit to Tangible & 
Intangible Heritage, (Covering Architecture, Archaeology, History, Philosophy Culture and Socio-Cultural 
Perspectives). 

b) Exhibition: Significant Cities, Places and Art showing Timeline of Mahabharata.

Synopsis

Between the two famous 'itihas-granths' of India, the 

Ramayana and the Mahabharata, the latter has always 

been the center of 'critical' analysis and comments for 

many reasons. Not only have umpteen subjective 

commentaries been written on this longest saga of 

'itihas' of Dwapar, but some years ago, even a 'Critical 

Edition' was very painstakingly published by the 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute. Archaeologists' 

work in unearthing the ancient cities and places 

mentioned in the poetic narration of the book 

Mahabharata has also raised controversy among 

several 'secular' intellectuals, just as the astronomical 

dating created much debate. On the other hand, while in 

ancient times arts played a major role in preserving and 

promoting the 'itihas' of ancient times, we find that with 

a few  exceptions, artistic representation of the sort is 

missing in current modern cultural milieu. A very 
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intriguing fact is that since past few centuries the book 

Mahabharata is somehow denied the earlier pride of 

place in homes, even though it not only had a short 

focused war to  re-establish Dharma, but is full of tales 

of high moral value for daily life, including the revered 

book, the Gita. 'Mahabharata is often referred to as a 

War, whereas it is actually the 'itihas' of Maha-Bharata 

or the greater land of 'Bharatavarsa'. Thus, 

misperceptions and misinterpretations thrive about the 

book, the personalities, the places and its history and 

culture, too. 

To have a 'critical appraisal' of the various aspects of 

Mahabharata, discussed amongst the scholars and the 

general intelligentsia, we took up some main points that 

often lead to heated 'criticism and contention'.

Among several 'critical aspects of Mahabharata, 
discussed amongst the scholars and the general 
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intelligentsia, we consider some main points that often lead 
to heated 'criticism and contention' viz.

1. Architecture of the book titled Mahabharata of 1,00,000 

verses

2. Archaeological, “Itihas” and Date of the 'War'?

3. Identification and preservation of major Cities and 

heritage places mentioned in Mahabharata and are under 

ASI Protection? 

4. The Mahabharata in the Socio-Cultural milieu in 

society, general perceptions,

5. Validity of the diluted 'Critical Edition' and its 

method / architecture.

OBJECTIVE 

1. Bring out the Historicity and Historiography of 
the personalities, places and events related to 
them, that are covered in the poetic narration in 
the  Mahabhara ta  book  because  the  
Mahabharata is an important book of identity of 
our tangible and intangible cultural heritage and 
history, we have made an effort to invite leading 
scholars to deliberate upon various related 
topics and throw fresh light on some of the above 

dimensions related to one of the most significant 
books of knowledge. 

2. Dispel misconceptions and misre presentations 
about the book, the personalities and their actions 
and 

3. To showcase the lacunae in the Critical Edition of 
Bhandarkar Institute.

4. To create a better understanding and appreciation of 
our history heritage and cultural continuity. 

Almost 30 renowned scholars from different parts of the 
globe (7 international) and India, from different fields 
like History, Archaeology, Art, Culture, Astronomy, 
Philosophy and literature gathered for this Manthan. 
The 'Mahabharata Manthan' was organized as a three 
days program with Exhibition on Cities and Art linked 
Mahabharata, and an International Conference titled 
'Mahabharata: A Critical Revisit to the Tangible and 

th stIntangible Heritage'. It was from 19 - 21  July 2017. 

Venue is IGNCA, New Delhi.

The program was inaugurated by Hon Minister of 
Culture and Tourism Dr Mahesh Sharma who 
highlighted how out two significant books Ramayana 
and Mahabharata have created an identity worldwide 
for Bharata history and culture. He stressed the aim 
should be both academic and social as misperceptions 
about the book must be dispelled and Mahabharata to 
regain its pride of place in homes of all Indians. (See 
details in summary of sessions and video clips)

The historians aptly proved that Mahabharata is History 
and the tone was set by Keynote address of Prof B. B. Lal, 
who titled his paper as History begins with Mahabharata 
period. Dr Abhay Singh DEAN Rohilkhand University 
showed how cultural continuity is historical fact which is 
applicable to the Mahabharata too. Even the philosophers 
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dealt with the 'sense' of history they find in this book. 
Several scholars took the same basic line that it is our 
history.

The most interesting paper was on Draupadi, wherein Dr 
Pradip Bhattacharya retired IAS official and Independent 
scholar showed with quotations that Draupadi was never 
disrobed. Another paper on Draupadi was equally 
fascinating comparing Lost Saraswati to regained 
VAK comparing Draupadi to Saraswati.

As mentioned by the Valedictory Session Chief Guest 
Dr Bibek Debroy (Member NITI AAYOG), every 
Manthan also brings out 'halahal', much 'halahal' 
happened during the session on Critical analysis of 
the Critical Edition of Bhandarkar Oriental 
Institute of India, Pune. Several scholars of pointed 
the lacunae and dilutions In the BORI edition and 
defenders had little left to defend.

In the inaugural session, our chief guest Hon'ble 
Minister of Culture and Tourism (IC), Dr. Mahesh 
Sharma, stressed that one of the objectives of this 
Manthan should be to dispel wrong notions that keeping 
the book Mahabharata is inauspicious. He also stated 
outcome of this Manthan must reach the wider audience, 
to achieve the objective of spreading better 
understanding and appreciation about our heritage.

In the Keynote address, Prof. B.B. Lal exclusively 
focused on places mentioned in Mahabharata and the 

The Valedictory address was very powerful, 
enrichined with significant quotations. Dr Bibek 
Debroy gave several reasonable arguments as to why 
Mahabharata should be read by all Indians and be a 
part of our syllabus and normal reading too. The 
learning from this book being practical, eternal 
truths he emphasized the need to bring this 
knowledge to our youth at a large scale.
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Material culture if those sites that includes ceramics, 
seals and other archaeological findings. Most of the sites 
like Panchala, Hastinaputra, Ahichchhatra, Kampilya 
are located in the upper Ganga valley. Therefore, we can 
place Mahabharata in 'Historical Period' rather than 
saying it as myth.




